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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MeEssacE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tot MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tur COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Single copies ..20 
History 40 
Complete set 


Megiddo man 


“a place of troops,” 
—Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. 
“a place of God.” 


—Young’s Analytical Concordance. 


Geographically, Megiddo was and is a 
town in Palestine, located at a strategic 
point, demanding heavy fortification; for 
Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting 
North and South. Always, supremacy there 
has been the envy of the world, and the 
prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo 
through a solid mountain range is the one 
means by which this avenue between con- 
tinents may be traversed. 

In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 


MEGIDDO HYMN BOOK 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 





Did you get one new subscriber for 
the MessacE last week? If not, why not? 
Try again. Try harder. God may crown 
your efforts with success. 


“The harvest home of God will come 
And after toil and care; 

With joy untold your sheaves of gold 
Will all be garnered there. 


Then day by day along your way, 
The seeds of promise cast 

That ripened grain from hill and plain, 
Be gathered home at last.” 











The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price .50 


Bible Story Color Book 


Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price -50 








Thanks 
Gentlemen: 
The article of “Christ’s Pre-existence—Fact 
or Fable?” is timely. 
Thanks for your help in finding God’s Truth 
so long buried in darkness and superstition. 
Asheville, N. Car. Mrs. J. S. G. 


Doctrines 
Dear Sister, 

Your letter was very enlightening about 
all the foolishness of December. 

The lesson about prayer helping us to resist 
temptations and to count it joy that we're 
being tested, tempted and tried was most 
strengthening. It is the only way to ever reach 
perfection, praying for extended time to work 
out our salvation and we know that He hears 
us if we ask in keeping with His will. 

Glad to see the meaning of Megiddo in each 
Message now. 


From pagan doctrines we must be free. 


No original sin, Christ no deity— 
Just Father, Son, no trinity. 
Christ born of woman, gentle, mild: 
Learned obedience, like any child. 


No atonement for our sins; 

But daily cross, following Him. 

A living sacrifice all must be, 
That we from sin, at last, be free. 


Doing not the things we once would do, 
But being obedient, faithful, true; 

That by ourselves, work must be done 

If we with Him would be at one. 


With joy take up our cross each day; 
No slumber songs, in narrow way, 
But hymns of praise, thanksgiving, too. 
No idle jesting for the “few.” 


We che:rfully, our work must do: 


Must wash and cleanse, be free from sin, 
List not to bells that pagans ring, 

That we might learn to patient be, 

And excel in all humility. 


No Santa Claus, 

No Christmas tree, 

No Season’s Greetings, 
For the free. 


(See Jeremiah ten: two, three). 

“Learn not the way of heathens,” he said, 
Who taught the Truth—by Truth was led. 
“Learn not their foolish ways,” said he, 
“For it is all but vanity!” 


Potsdam, N. Y. Mrs. O. B. W. 


Deceased 
Dear Sirs, 

Please discontinue the Message and all 
literature of Mrs. Banna Margan. She passed 
away in her asleep, Dec. 17th. 

She read your literature and her Bible 
up to the last. She had been in poor health 
about 14 months and spent most of her time 
searching for the truth and telling others. 

Asheboro, N. C. R. McC. 





January 7, 1961 


MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE Vol. 48, No. 1 





God’s Bow 


pointments. Every thoughtful man or woman wants 

security, we want the assurance that all will be well. 
But such assurance cannot be had in this life. We are 
subject to all the uncertainties of mortality. We cannot 
assure ourselves against disappointment, against creeping 
illness, against premature old age. However hard we may 
try, we cannot be certain that we have arranged for 
ourselves helpful companionship right through to the very 
end of our mortal life. Everything of a temporal nature 
is uncertain. Then is this to say that there is no assurance, 
that there is no strong hand to keep us from harm or save 
us eternally in the world to come? No, indeed! 

Friends and associates, once near and dear to us, may 
choose another course. They may decide to take a diver- 
gent road, making the gap between us and them ever 
wider. This is no evidence of God’s disregard for our 
welfare. It is His promise that we shall not be tempted 
above that which we are able to bear, and that with the 
temptation He will make a way of escape so we will be 
able to bear our lot. And He knows what we need better 
than we ourselves know. 

He has not promised us a full eighty years of physical 
life, the use of both hands and both feet right through to 
the end; both eyes and both ears. But He has promised that 
if sincere our strength will not fail, that He will supply 
all our needs according to His riches in glory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, that we shall have sufficient of 
this life to complete our work. And that should be enough. 


My Presence Shall Go With Thee 


Le IS SHORT and all too often filled with disap- 


There is a bow of promise that should strengthen us 
whatever our fortunes or misfortunes in life. “My pres- 
ence shall go with thee” (Ex. 33:14). The promised 
presence is not that of weak men, not even of powerful 
men, but the presence of Almighty God through His 
angels. We have the promise of the providential and 
gracious presence of God in every time of stress or need. 
“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them” (Ps. 34:7). 

We have the promise of God as a divine helper. The 
Psalmist said: “Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord 
is with them that uphold my soul” (Ps. 54:4). With 
God as our helper why need we fear what man may do to 
us? The Psalmist assures us that God is “the helper of 
the fatherless.” “When my father and my mother for- 
sake me, then the Lord will take me up.” (Ps. 10:14; 
Ps. 27:10). Our first father is sin. We, by nature, are 
the children of wrath, but once we change our relation- 
ship to God by trying to learn and apply His saving 
knowledge, He becomes our Father, our helper. The 
gracious promise is: “Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 6: 17, 18). 

In Ps. 27: 1, the Psalmist assures us: “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is 
the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” And 
these strengthening words are quoted in Hebrews 13: 5, 6, 


of Promise 


“Let your conversation be without covetousness: and be 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me.” 

The flesh is strong, and the foes of doubt, discourage- 
ment, self-pity, self-esteem, are always ready to enter in 
and defeat us. Flesh would win over spirit if we would 
let it, therefore we need God’s help and let us boldly 
say, “The Lord is my helper and I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me.” 

Paul expressed unwavering assurance of God’s help 
when making his defense before King Agrippa. It was 
this: despite the fury of his countrymen because of his 
acceptance and proclamation of the Christian Way, he 
still believed that God was with him, “For these causes 
the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill 
me. Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue 
unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying 
none other things than those which the prophets and 


Moses did say should come” (Acts 26: 21, 22). God was 
his helper. 


God’s Promises are Plain 


We can praise God that His divine promises are plain. 
They are not ambiguous; they are not beclouded with 
doubt; they are spelled out with much detail. “Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be; but we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 
John 8: 2). If adopted into God’s family circle through a 
knowledge of His plan and through making an attempt 
to apply His holy laws to our everyday living, we become 
His potential sons and daughters, but seeing that now in 
our present mortal state, we can have no idea of what 
we will be when our mortal body is changed like to 
Christ’s glorious body, and we are made equal to the 
angels; that future glory is a part of God’s bow of promise. 

Peter spoke hopefully of the fulfillment of this bow 
of promise when, speaking of the potency of the knowl- 
edge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, he said: “Whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: 
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature” 
(II Peter 1: 4). And in his first epistle, Peter had already 
spoken of the bright halo that should surround the life 
of every one who truly hopes in God’s bow of promise. 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a 
season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having 
not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, 
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yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the sal- 
vation of your souls” (I Peter 1:3—9). In the hope of 
receiving the end result of our faith, even the salvation 
of our souls, why should we be cast down or discouraged? 
In hope of the unspeakable bliss that can be ours let us 
rejoice and be glad, and accept the discipline that walking 
the narrow way brings to us as steppingstones, believing 
that our light afflictions, which are but for a moment, can 
work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory if only we are rightly exercised by them. 


God has Promised Us Peace 


God has promised us peace, not turmoil. We read in 
Isa. 26:3, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” 
What a peace it is to have our minds stayed completely on 
God. Whatever comes we know it is for the best, as a 
stimulus to us in our spiritual life. If we sustain finan- 
cial losses, if we experience ill health, if our Christian 
duty demands that we spend our time in activities other 
than we would naturally care to engage in—and cuts us 
off from doing the things that we naturally would like to 
do—and we do it willingly and gladly in hope of the 
great reward, what peace of mind it brings. There is no 
peace like it in all the world. “Let us hold fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering, for He is faithful 
that promised.” 


The Bow of Promise To Noah 


When we speak of God’s bow of promise our mind 
naturally turns to the bow of Genesis 9. Critics condemn 
the Biblical account on the grounds that it intimates that 
the rainbow in the clouds was a phenomenon appearing 
for the first time after the assuaging of the flood waters, 
and given as a pledge to mankind. Our reason tells us 
that literal rainbows must have existed as far back as rain 
and sunshine. The account in Gen. 9: 13, does not mention 
rainbow. It reads “bow.” An atheist flung at the Bible the 
charge that God promised Noah a sign, a literal rainbow. 
Colonel Ingersoll, when speaking about the rainbow said: 
“God made a bargain with Noah that He would not 
drown us any more, and he put a rainbow in the clouds 
and said: ‘When I see that, I will recollect that I promised 
not to drown you,’... Now can anybody believe that that 
is the origin of the rainbow? Are you not all familiar with 
the natural causes which bring those beautiful arches 
before our eyes?” And not only the atheist and infidel 
say it is a rainbow, but in A New Commentary edited by 
Bishop Gore the statement is made that it must be a rain- 
bow. The Abingdon Bible Commentary also says it is a 
literal rainbow. But it seems unthinkable that God should 
tell Noah: “I will put a sign there, and that will assure 
you there will never be another deluge, that is, another 
wholesale destruction by water.” 

Let us turn and read Gen. 9:11, this was after the 
flood, and God said, “I will establish my covenant with 
you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the 
waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood 
to destroy the earth.” The flood would not come again, 
the destruction would never again be by water v. 13, “I 
do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of 
a covenant between me and the earth.” But He did not 
say it would be a litera] rainbow. 

What then could God have meant by “bow”? Here is 
one definition of bow: “used metaphorically for strength 


and power.” That is its use in a spiritual sense, not but 
that they had literal bows, but the definition in this sense 
was power. There was going to be power in the cloud. 
God’s power is going to be manifested all through the 
ages. God’s power is indicated all through the Biblical 
account, 

What is the definition of “cloud”? “Figuratively to pro- 
tect; always used of God as protecting men II Kings 19: 
34.” That is an example the lexicon gives to show how the 
word is used. Cloud is “always used of God as protecting 
men.” Now let us ascertain what means God has used to 
protect men. Bow signifies power, so His power will be 
manifested in this means of protecting men. 

Let us read II Kings 19: 32—34. “Therefore thus saith 
the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not 
come into the city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come 
before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. By the 
way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall 
not come into this city, saith the Lord. ... For I will 
defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David’s sake.” And how did He defend it? “And 
it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord 
went out,”—oh, the angels were there. The angel of the 
Lord directed it. “The angel of the Lord went out, and 
smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred and four- 
score and five thousand.” That is the way God defended 
the city. The angels literally came in and took action. It 
was by His power the city was delivered. 

Now let us investigate the “clouds.” Significant refer- 
ence to clouds is made in Psalms 104: 3, 4: “Who layeth 
the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the 
clouds his chariot.” God makes clouds His chariot—what 
clouds? We will go to the Bible to find out. When Elijah 
was taken to some wonderful world on high it was by 
this cloud—no literal horses or chariots bore Elijah off— 
clouds were His chariots on which the grand old Prophet 
rode, The Psalmist informs us concerning His chariots: 
“The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands 
of angels: the Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the holy 
place” (68:17). It was angels that bore Elijah from the 
earth, not literal chariots. By comparing spiritual with 
spiritual we find the chariots of God are—what? “Twenty 
thousand, even thousands of angels.” When God spoke to 
Noah, there had been a destruction of the world of the 
the ungodly by the flood; then He promised Noah that His 
strength would be manifested in the cloud—not a literal 
c'oud, but companies of angels. Did we not read it in our 
Scripture lesson, “Are they not al! ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation?” 

The Almighty has millions and billions of angels; we 
can prove from the Bible the worlds are inhabited. God 
has not been asleep through an eternity in the past and 
just woke up about six thousand years ago and began 
saving men and women on this earth. Paul said, “I bow 
my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named” 
(Eph. 3: 14, 15). God has a family in heaven as well as 
a family on earth. He has unnumbered companies of 
angels. The clouds are His chariots and His chariots are 
“twenty thousand, even thousands of angels.” That was 
the bow of promise that God gave Noah. 

No wonder Paul said in Rom. 15: 4, that the “things 
written aforetime were written for our learning.” God 
promised Noah that there would never come another 
destruction on the earth by flood: Peter spoke of it, It was 
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written for an example to us and Jesus tells us the same 
thing. In Noah’s day there was a destruction of the world 
of the ungodly. That was a type, a figure given us, of the 
greater destruction coming, when Christ, the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah comes to conquer the forces of evil. 


Clouds Defined 


We find the cloud in Ex. 23: 20, 21. This was when the 
angel was taking the children of Israel out of Egypt. You 
see angels were His ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them, who shall be heirs of salvation. Some- 
times they were called angels, sometimes clouds, and as 
we have already shown from Ps. 104:3, 4; 68:17, His 
clouds are His chariots. “Behold, I send an Angel before 
thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the 
place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his 
voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your 
transgressions: for my name is in him.” That is the 
reason the angel was called Lord or God. He was not the 
Father, but, like any son, he bore his Father’s name. 

God put His bow in the clouds, His power in the angels. 

They came down and spoke to Moses. Ex. 23: 23, “For 
mine Angel shall go before thee’”—every time it was the 
angel. The angels were the clouds that led them. In 
Exodus 40 we read of the protection of the angels in the 
wilderness. The cloud hovered above them by day, the 
pillar of fire by night. “Then a cloud covered the tent 
of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle.” It was not a literal cloud, but the protection 
of angels. “And when the cloud was taken up from over 
the tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in all 
their journeys: but if the cloud were not taken up, then 
they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up.” 
You see this cloud or company of angels led the children 
of Israel; they were directed by it. “For the cloud of the 
Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it 
by night”—the glory of the Lord shone around it by 
night—“‘in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout 
all their journeys” (vs. 34—38). They were guided and 
directed by angels all the way through. 

And we read more of the protection by angels in Num. 
9: 16—22: “So it was alway: the cloud covered it by day 
and the appearance of fire by night. And when the cloud 
was taken up from the tabernacle, then after that the 
children of Israel journeyed: and in the place where the 
cloud abode, there the children of Israel pitched their 
tents. At the commandment of the Lord the children of 
Israel journeyed.” He was speaking through angels, just 
as was His custom. He gave His commandments through 
them. “And when the cloud tarried long upon the taber- 
nacle many days, then the children of Israel kept the 
charge of the Lord, and journeyed not. ... And so it was. 
when the cloud abode from even unto the morning, and 
that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they 
journeyed: whether it was by day or by night that the 
cloud was taken up, they journeyed. Or whether it were 
two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried 
upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of 
Israel abode in their tents, and journeved not: but when 
it was taken up thev journeyed.” 

The clouds are His angels, or messengers. One was sent 
to Daniel, who, in great perplexity. and knowing not 
what to do, wept over Jerusalem and prayed to God 
for light and instruction. How did God send him knowl- 
edge? By an angel. “Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, 
even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at 


the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me 
about the time of the evening oblation. And he informed 
me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now 
come forth to give thee skill and understanding” (Dan. 
9: 21, 22). Here was one great personage who helped com- 
pose this cloud or company of angels. 

Gabriel never grew weary; he appeared to Zacharias 
and Elisabeth, also to Mary to foretell the birth of Christ; 
and the angels announced the birth of Christ to the 
shepherds. When Jesus was tempted just before He began 
His ministry, an angel came and strengthened Him and in 
His last hour of agony before His crucifixion, angels came 
and comforted Him. No wonder Paul said they are sent 
forth to minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation. 

The bow of promise is: “The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them.” Angels guarded the water of the river of Life 
during the Dark ages, so we have every book of the Bible 
just as it was in the fourth century. That is the way the 
Bible was preserved when much of the literature of the 
world was destroyed. Angels guarded this Word of Truth, 
so that God’s people in these last days would have it to 
refer to as a guide, to read and study, to gain strength 
and wisdom from it. 


Hovering Clouds in the Wilderness 


Acts 7:38 states: “This is he, that was in the church 
in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in 
the mount Sinai, and with our fathers: who received the 
lively oracles to give unto us.” The angels were there. 
V. 53: “Who have received the law by the disposition of 
angels.” The Mosaic law was given by the disposition of 
angels. The angel was called Lord because he bore the 
Father’s name. The angel came to mount Sinai to give 
the law. They have appeared all through the ages, to 
Noah, to Abraham and to every teacher and Prophet, 
to give knowledge and instruction. They were God’s 
ministers sent forth to minister for those who should be 
heirs of salvation. Daniel and all the prophets learned 
the wonderful truth through angels. No matter where you 
turn they all had these angels come to instruc: them. 


—At The Transfiguration 


Now we will turn to Matthew 17 and read about the 
appearing of this cloud at the transfiguration. People have 
thought that was a literal occurrence, but verse 9 informs 
us: “Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no 
man.” They were shown a vision of the Kingdom of God. 
Vs. 1, 2: “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James 
and John his brother, and bringeth them up into a high 
mountain apart, and was transfigured before them’— 
He was changed in figure—‘‘ and his face did shine as 
the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.” This 
vision was a part of the bow of promise. They saw pic- 
tured in this vision, Jesus in His glory, after His wonder- 
ful Kingdom on earth should be established. Verse 3: “And 
behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking 
with him.” Moses was not alive then and Elijah, who was 
taken off to some wonderful world, was not there, but 
it was a vision of future events. After six days, or at the 
close of the six thousand years, when Christ comes and 
establishes His Kingdom, they will be there in all their 
glory. But the point I want to make now is on this cloud. 
V. 5: “While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud over- 
shadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud,”—a 
voice could not come from a literal cloud— “which said, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear 
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ye him.” That bright cloud was a company of angels that 
encircled Him. It was not a literal cloud, but this cloud 
of angels through whom God was speaking. The voice 
that came out of that cloud said, “This is my beloved 
Son... hear ye him.” The words Jesus spake are written 
for our learning and we must hear them. 


—At The Ascension 


Again in Acts I, we learn Christ was with them forty 
days after He rose from the dead before He ascended to 
the Father, and in v. 9, it says “And when he had spoken 
these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight.” Not just one angel 
was present but perhaps thousands of angels. The clouds 
are His chariots and His chariots are twenty thouand 
even thousands of angels. Thus the clouds are His angels 
and while we do not visibly see them they are still work- 
ing, superintending, arranging the circumstances for our 
good. 

That bow represents power—the power of God that is 
manifested, and God said to Noah, When you see that 
power in the cloud manifested, you can know I will never 
cause another universal destruction by a flood. That power 
was manifested in a cloud of angels and angels have 
ministered to God’s people all the way through; they came 
to Daniel, to Jesus, also to Paul and Peter and delivered 
them out of prison. 

Angels gave the law or Word of God, and when it was 
completed in A. D. 70 their personal visits ceased. We 
have the written Word to guide us since then and we do 
not need the angels to come visibly. We have no prophets. 
yet we have their words written in this Book; we have no 
apostles, yet we have the words of the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb recorded for our learning. We do not have 
visible angels, yet the angels still encamp about all who 
fear God. 

We walk by faith now—since the Word was completed. 

What God really said to Noah was: I will have My 
angel arrange the circumstances so there will never be 
another destruction until the final destruction when 
Christ comes. Then, according to this bow of promise, 
God’s glory shall extend “from sea to sea and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth.” 





O God, Thou art my God alone, 
Early to Thee my soul shall cry, 
A pilgrim in a land unknown, 
A thirsty land, whose springs are dry. 


Yet through this rough and thorny maze 
I follow hard on Thee, my God; 
Thine hand, unseen, upholds my ways, 
I safely tread where Thou hast trod. 


Better than life itself Thy love, 
Dearer than all beside to me. 
For whom have I in heaven above, 
Or what on earth, compared to Thee? 


Praise with my heart, my mind, my voice, 
For all Thy mercy I will give; 
My soul shall still in God rejoice, 
My tongue shall bless Thee while I live. 
ce & oe oe oe 
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The greatest wealth is contentment with a little. 


Omnipresence 


Lord of all being, throned afar, 

Thy glory flames from sun and star; 
Center and soul of every sphere, 
Yet to each loving heart how near! 


Sun of our life, Thy quickening ray 
Sheds on our path the glow of day; 
Star of our hope, Thy softened light 
Cheers the long watches of the night. 


Our midnight is Thy smile withdrawn; 
Our noontide is Thy gracious dawn; 
Our rainbow arch Thy mercy’s sign; 
All, save the clouds of sin, are Thine! 


Lord of all life, below, above, 

Whose light is truth, whose warmth is love, 
Before Thy ever-blazing throne 

We ask no luster of our own. 


Grant us Thy Truth to make us free, 

And kindling hearts that burn for Thee, 
Till all Thy living altars claim 

One holy light, one heavenly flame. 





MENTAL BRAKES 

When angry words come to our lips, we need mental brakes. 

When tempted to say unkind things, we need mental brakes. 

When gossip raises its ugly head and there are tales we 
could carry, we need mental brakes. 

When our minds are awhirl with thoughts of fear, worry 
and self-pity, we need to apply our mental brakes vigorously. 

We should use our mental brakes to stop QuICKLY whenever 
we have the impulse to think, talk or act negatively. 





He who sows seeds of kindness enjoys a perpetual 
harvest. 





OBITUARY 

On December 15, our Rochester congregation was 
visited by the Grim Reaper who plucked from our midst 
an elderly member, Brother George Henry Bryant. Our 
Brother had been in poor health for many months and in 
the end, slipped out painlessly, mercifully unconscious of 
the final severity of his illness. 

Brother Bryant was born in Portland, Oregon, June 10, 
1883 to Milton O. and Kezia Bryant who were resident 
members on the Megiddo Steamer (1902—4). The 
deceased, with his affectionately termed “double-brother” 
(Robert C. Bryant), lived at the Megiddo Mission for the 
past twenty years. Here he was a helpful, cheerful, 
always obliging friend whenever, wherever, and how- 
ever he could extend a helping hand. 

Brother Bryant is survived by a son, Major J. M. 
Bryant, San Francisco, Calif., a daughter Iris Bryant, 
with the U. S. Army, West Germany, two brothers, Cecil 
M. Bryant, Woodland, Wash., and Robert C. Bryant of 
Rochester. 

Funeral services were 


conducted at the Megiddo 


Mission Church, December 17, 1960, Brother K. E. 
Flowerday officiating. Interment was at Mount Hope 
Cemetery. 
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The Discipline of Thinking 


PIRITUAL achievements, as well as literal, are wholly 
dependent upon the manner and the extent to which we 

exercise our powers of thought. All that lies ahead of us, 
beyond this short, fleeting existence, is only for those who 
are now wide awake, and up and working in the service 
of the Lord. But few people give more than an occasional 
passing thought to the great Eternity of years before 
them. 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth” (II Tim. 2:15). 

Thinking—upon spiritual things—cannot be simply 
spasmodic. It must be made habitual. And, like all habits, 
it can be acquired only through exercise. The apostle Paul 
admonishes, “Exercise thyself rather unto godliness” 
(I Tim. 4:7). He also says in Heb, 5:14, “But strong 
meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those 
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil.’’ Constructive spiritual think- 
ing is the kind of mental exercise that is pleasing to God; 
and it is what will engage the minds of all true Christians. 

The words of the sweet Psalmist of Israel reflect 
over and over again the need for meditation upon the 
law of the Lord: 

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night” (Ps. 1:1, 2). 

“I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee 
in the night watches” (Ps. 63:6). 

“T remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy 
works; I muse on the work of thy hands. I stretch forth 
my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a 
thirsty land” (Ps. 143: 5, 6). 

“T have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much 
as in all riches. I will meditate in thy precepts, and have 
respect unto thy ways. I will delight myself in thy 
statutes: I will not forget thy word” (Ps. 119: 14—16). 

Thought is essential in the warfare against sin. Not a 
day should pass but that we take the time for reflection, 
seeking to discover where we have failed to do our duty. 
We should, in sober thought, go over the words that we 
have spoken. Were they words to comfort, words to 
strengthen, words to encourage or exhort our hearers? 
Were they provocative of good feeling or ill? Did our 
tongues operate constructively or destructively, or just 
idly? Have our words, through the hours of today, testi- 
fied for or against our profession of Christ? 

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove 
your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (II Cor. 
13:5). 

thse instinct is never a safe guide, particularly when 
the commandments of the Lord are not firmly written 
upon the mind. 

Consider Uzzah, traveling happily along beside the ark 
of God, guiding the oxen as they bore it to its new location 
in Jerusalem. Uzzah was swept up by the joy of the 
occasion. He loved this precious ark; but it was merely 
an impulsive love. He apparently had never exercised 


himself to learn or to keep the commandments of God, for 
he seemed to be unacquainted with the injunction, “They 
shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die’ (Num. 4: 
15). When the ark began to jostle, Uzzah put up his hand 
to stay it, and was struck dead. The lesson: 

“Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: 
and with all thy getting get understanding” (Prov. 4:7). 

King Saul was not a man for disciplined thinking, and 
the ultimate result was the loss of his kingdom and the 
ruin of his life. Upon a certain occasion God had com- 
manded him, “Go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy 
all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man 
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel 
and ass.” However, “Saul and the people spared Agag, 
and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the 
fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good.” Saul’s 
excuse when he faced the prophet Samuel was, “The 
people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to 
sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; and the rest we have 
utterly destroyed.” Samuel’s answer was a reprimand 
such as we all may draw a lesson from: 

“Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams” (I Sam, 15: 22). 

The apostle Paul could say, “I count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them but refuse, that I may win Christ” (Phil. 
3:8), because he had thought the matter out, realizing 
that “our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory” (II Cor. 4:17). That weight of glory, he knew, 
would more than offset any earthly loss. 

How different the case of the rich man in Jesus’ para- 
ble, whose ground “brought forth plentifully: and he 
thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because 
I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, 
This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast provided?” (Luke 12: 
16—20). This man thought only of his earthly riches. 
He failed to rationalize that He who gives all, can take all. 

With eternal life or eternal death hanging in the 
balance, it is imperative that we Christians discipline 
our thinking. 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatso- 
ever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, what- 
soever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, THINK ON THESE 
THINGS” (Phil. 4:8). 





The most regular and most perfect soul in the world has 
too much to do to keep itself upright from being overthrown 
by its own weakness. 
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Victorious Living 


HERE IS NOTHING, absolutely nothing needed so 
much among Christians today as the discovery of the 
secret of victorious living. If we can find that, seeming 
impossibilities can be accomplished. Without it life 
becomes stale, tasteless, and bitter disappointments will 
be our portion. 

From the cradle to the grave, life is made up of con- 
flicts. First we must learn the right from the wrong and 
then practice to choose the best and forsake the evil. As 
long as life lasts we will always have these problems. In 
the beginning of the day of salvation the plan was set 
before man, “Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” 
How necessary then to be very careful how we make each 
decision. 

Our religion must be victory, victory, victory. When at 
first we start to climb to higher ground, we fall and slip 
by the way, it may even seem defeat, victory, defeat, but 
as we travel along our victories will come easier. It will 
be victory, defeat, victory. Then as we progress and we 
become stronger and our senses become more alert to the 
right and the wrong and we have developed more faith in 
God’s word our minds will expand to see the glories of 
the future. Fulfilled prophecy will strengthen us and we 
will be able to wrest many victories from defeat. As we 
near the top of Perfection’s Hill it will be victory, victory, 
victory! 

The mind is one of the greatest of battlefields. We may 
think we have eliminated the wrong thoughts, the evil 
feelings, the subtle motives, and may seem to progress 
for a time, but, beware lest we fall. Those wrong and 
hurtful feelings and thoughts are only cowed as it were, 
just waiting for a weak moment when they can break us 
down. Instead of eradicating them we have just sup- 
pressed them. They are like pirates who hide in the hold 
of the vessel and then rise up while the ship is on the 
voyage to try to capture the bridge and with it the ship. 
This is when a fight must ensue if we are to gain the 
victory. 

Victorious living is progression. It does not mean that 
we will have perfect living in a sense of living without 
flaw when first we start in the way to life, for we shall 
make many mistakes. There will be times that it will 
seem we have lost the skirmish, but it does not mean that 
we may not still win the battle. Victorious living is the 
life of Christ reigning victoriously in every portion of 
our being. 

Of course, we shall face many spiritual crises along the 
way. We grow through a series of crises. Our natural 
instincts must be brought under control and this is not 
accomplished without unyielding battle. 

The Japanese have a way of stunting forest trees so 
that they never grow higher than a couple of feet. They 
become potted plants, instead of forest giants. This is 
done by tying up the taproot, so that the tree feeds 
through the surface roots. It remains a stunted thing. 

Many of our lives are like that. We feed through sur- 
face roots only, not from the depths. The surface roots go 
out to the things of the world, the easily-procured things, 
those things near at hand, the temporal things, and these 
leave the life stunted. The taproot has not gone deep into 
the gospel soil. Only as the taproot goes into the depths of 
the divine, and draws, every moment, its sustenance from 
those depths, do we fully and truly live. 


Are we stunted spiritual beings? Has our taproot been 
tied up so that we are satisfied with shallowness, with 
the fleeting things of the world? Are we satisfied with 
our progress in the divine life, to drift most of the time, 
and work only when we feel like it? Let us free the taproot 
and let it feed on God’s Word. Unbind it that it may 
drink deep of God’s promises! Let its shoots grow deeper 
and deeper into the depths of God’s truth, so that we will 
grow to be tall and stately trees of righteousness of the 
Lord’s own planting. 

The victorious life means the heightening of all our 
powers. The mind becomes keener and more alert to God’s 
precepts. We become more sensitive to the touch of sin 
in our emotions. Our will power becomes stronger to 
fight the forces of evil, and we become more decisive 
against sin. Life becomes changed. The problem of victo- 
rious living centers then in one thing, chiefly self-sur- 
render. 

The last thing that we care to relinquish is ourselves. 
Our will power is the one and only thing that we really 
own, and Christ requests that last one thing. It is here 
that the real battle is fought. All others have been 
skirmishes. 

If we are going to have victory, every barrier between 
us and God must be removed. We can let nothing stand 
between us and the keeping of His commandments. 

Paul was one of those who fought a good fight, and he 
said, “I can do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me.” If we say this, not only when we fall asleep 
at night, but many times through the day, it will be balm 
to our souls and quicken every fiber of our being. 

Nothing tones up the body as a peaceful, hopeful, 
victorious spirit. 

Let us remember the cuts and bruises we receive from 
life are but God’s prunings to increase our fruitfulness. 
A mind yielded and tuned to God’s Word, will, like a well- 
tuned instrument in the hand of a master, permit the 
Master to produce pure and sweetest melody in our hearts 
—even a triumphant song of victory! 

Even sin, then, can be conquered. Hold that fact within 
the mind. Do not allow the mind to admit any exceptions 
to the rule. The command is, “Put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill the 
lusts thereof.” In other words, do not provide for any 
failure; provide for victory. There must be an absolute- 
ness, faith and will power in the Christian life. 

By overcoming our evil desires, resisting temptation 
and making every obstacle a steppingstone, we can live 
victoriously. 

Jesus, our great pattern and example, proved how to 
live victoriously. As He was in Gethsemene, under the 
heavy weight of His last act of obedience, He bent to 
God’s will. He did not break as we so often do. Why? 
Because that prayer, “Not my will but Thine be done,” 
set every fiber of His spirit in the right relation with 
the will of the Father. Having surrendered His own will, 
He could bend to the will of the Father and so He passed 
through the crowning act of His obedience victoriously. 

By breaking our own will and yielding to the Father’s 
bidding, we, too, can be more than a conqueror and will 
be permitted to live when death shall be swallowed up 
in victory. 

Victorious living will then have become VICTORIOUS LIFE. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(Continued from page 11) 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath shed 
forth this, which ye now see and hear” (Acts 2: 32,33). To 
apply Christ’s lifting up entirely to His lifting up on the 
cross, is circumstantial evidence, and no more. 

John 8:28 makes it clear that the Jews were going 
to lift Him up on the cross. They were going to lift Him 
up to crucify Him, but again that is no proof that that 
was the only lifting up that He was to experience. 

That the lifting up on the cross was the real purpose 
of Jesus’ life is without Scriptural support. Jesus 
answered Pilate’s question as to His kingship, “To this 
end was I born, for this cause came I into the world.” His 
destiny was to be a king, not a erucified Saviour! Without 
doubt, the impact of His resurrection from the dead had 
a far greater effect upon the people making up the early 
Church, than did His lifting up on the Roman cross. 

Jeremiah warns against learning the ways of the 
heathen, and to put so much stress on Jesus’ literal 
death seems much more of a pagan than a Christian 
concept. In one short verse the apostle Paul marks out 
his conception of the respective values of Christ’s death 
and His life: “For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life” (Rom. 5: 
10). We are “reconciled” by His death, but “saved” by 
His life. Salvation is our goal, reconciliation but one step 
to that goal. 

The word “cross” does not occur once in the book of Acts, 
(twice it is mentioned that Jesus was hanged on a tree), 
it appears 11 times in the Epistles. 

Jesus’ resurrection is alluded to 12 times in the book 
of Acts, 20 times in the Epistles. From the statistical point 
of view the resurrection rates in importance 32 to 11. 

That the important part of Jesus’ lifting up was on 
the literal cross, and that that one act was to be the 
magnet that should draw all men to Him, also lacks con- 
clusive evidence. The Confraternity Edition of the New 
Catholic Bible reads, “I will draw all things to myself,” 
rather than “all men.” Obviously He did not literally 
draw all things to Himself. The Berkeley Version words 
it: “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, shall 
draw everyone to Myself.” And in a footnote: “Gentile 
as Well as Jew.” 

The context in which Jesus spoke those words seems 
to infer a more important lifting up, His ascension to 
the Father. “The people answered him, We have heard out 
of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest 
thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son 
of man? Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while 
is the light with you” (vs. 34, 35). This was a repetition 
of what He had previously said to the Jews, “Yet a little 
while I am with you, and then I go unto him that sent 
me. Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where 
I am, thither ye cannot come” (John 7: 33, 34). 

The wording in Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott seems to 
carry the foregoing thought of His lifting up. “And I, 
if I be raised on high from the earth, will draw all to 
myself.” 

Clark comments on Jesus’ words, “I. . . will draw all 
men unto me,” as follows: “After I shall have died and 
risen again, by the preaching of my word and the 
influence of my spirit, I shall attract and illuminate both 
Jews and Gentiles. It was one of the peculiar character- 


isties of the Messiah, that unto him should the gathering 
of the people be, Gen. 49:10. And probably our Lord 
refers to this prophecy, Isa. 11:10, which peculiarly 
belonged to the Gentiles: ‘There shall be a root of Jesse 
which shall stand for an ensign of the people, to it shall 
the Gentiles seek, and his rest shall be glorious.’ There is 
an allusion here to the ensigns or colowrs of commanders 
of regiments, elevated on high places, on long poles, that 
the people might see where the pavilion of their general 
was, and so flock to his standard.” What a fitting simile 
of the time when Christ is raised to the highest position 
as King of the whole earth, and all mankind shall be 
drawn to Him! 

The comment on vy. 32 in the New Commentary by 
Bishop Gore and others, also gives the idea of a lifting 
1p, exaltation, rather than crucifixion: “lifted up from 
(but better out of) the earth,” so as to include not only 
the Cross, but the exaltation at God’s right hand... For 
‘ll men there is a variant which may mean either every 
man or all things: if the latter, implying the reconciliation 
and harmony of the whole universe (Col. 1: 20; Rom. 8: 
19).” Surely His lifting up will be complete, and all things 
will be drawn to the great King when the “sons of God” 
come into their own, and “every creature which is in 
heaven, and on earth, and under the earth,” shall be 
saying, “Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever” (Rev. 5: 138). 





Today 


Upon the threshold of “today” I stand— 

It lies before me, fresh from God’s own hand, 
Without a blemish, mine, for good or ill. 
But if I trust te self, to my weak will, 

To keep it spotless, I will surely fail. 

Thy strength and guidance can alone avail, 
So now my heart goes out in earnest plea 
That, for today Thou wilt abide with me. 


Life’s yesterdays for evermore have passed 
Beyond my reach; and now, O Lord, Thou hast 
Them in Thy keeping. May I by righteous walk 
Hide their dark stains, and meekly wear the yoke 
Thou hast for me. Humbly, dear Lord, I pray 
That, as each “morrow” merges in “today” 

I may surrender all I am to Thee. 

And that Thy presence may abide with me. 


For, so abiding, doubt and strife must cease, 
With Thee to lead me on, the perfect peace 
That passeth understanding I shall know 

Alike through calm and gale I needs must go 
My way content. Then on that morrow fair 
Which brings deliverance, grant Thou my prayer 
That immortality my part may be. 

So shall I evermore abide with Thee. 


Submission—it is the footprint of faith in the pathway 
of sorrow, 





“As I grow older, I pay less attention to what men say—I 
just watch what they do.” 
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On the (Word 


“This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye hence- 
forth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their 
mind, having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart” (Eph. 4: 17, 18). 


The hard core of meaning in these two verses lies in 
the simple statement, “walk not as other Gentiles walk.” 
Separation has been God’s purpose from the beginning. 
It was a part of His original plan and remains unchanged. 
God said to Abraham, “I am the Almighty God; walk be- 
fore me and be thou perfect” (Gen. 17:1). No philoso- 
phy, no creed or system of theology will ever be able to 
make a dent in this brief statement of what God requires 
of man, But why does the keeping of this command re- 
quire separation? 

No other religion, no other moral or ethical code ever 
required absolute perfection of character. Many advocate 
a high standard of character, but this still falls far short 
of the absolute necessity as God requires. History and our 
own days are both replete with movements which claim 
the best. None but the Man of Galilee rejects as followers 
all but the few who “cleanse first that which is within the 
cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean 
also” (Matt. 23:26). Buddhism and Confucianism both 
teach high ideals, even a Golden Rule, but nowhere on 
earth is such widespread ignorance and degradation 
found as in the Orient, where these faiths are supreme. 
It is evident that even a partially effective moral code 
has not been developed in the heart of the masses who 
subscribe to these systems of religion. 

By its very nature, purity and perfection, whether it 
be of character or anything else, can admit no halfway 
measure or anything less than the best. This is why a 
separation is necessary for God’s people. From the earli- 
est prophets to the close of the Apostolic Age the theme 
was always what Paul tells us in II Cor. 6:17, “Where- 
fore come out from among them and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you.” This is why it is necessary that we walk 
not as other Gentiles walk. Similarity of conduct indi- 
cates like thoughts. “Be not deceived; evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners” (I Cor. 15:33). Moffatt 
states it, “Make no mistake about this: bad company is 
the ruin of good character.’’ Separation is necessary be- 
cause godliness does and must differ from all other man- 
ners of life. To really become different we must actually 
step out from all the old environment and be different. 

Well, how do Gentiles walk? The Apostle says, “In the 
vanity of their mind.” Is it difficult to observe signs of 
vanity in the human mind? “Vanity of vanities, saith the 
Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity” (Eccl. 1:2). 
In verse 14 he says, “I have seen all the works that are 
done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit.” “Pride of life and lust of station,” as the 
hymn writer puts it, enter into all phases of the natural 
life. Pride of family, pride in appearance, pride in pos- 
sessions, pride in ability or fancied superiority, are ever 


present and eager for expression in the mind of the 
average person whom we meet. Pride in achievement and 
the desire for praise is almost as strong an urge in every 
individual as the urge for self-preservation. Indeed, many 
quite actively engage in praising almost anything which 
they have accomplished or thought or said. But the 
Book of books says, “Let another man praise thee, and 
not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips” 
(Prov. 27: 2). 

It would not be difficult to find a separate verse in the 
Bible condemning and forbidding either the love of or 
the practice of any of these human vanities, but I John 
2: 15—17 covers them all: “Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of 
the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for- 
ever.” The delineation between those who follow the van- 
ities of the world or “all that is in the world,” and those 
that do the will of God is clear and sharp in this verse 
and should leave no doubt in our mind. 

Certainly man has accomplished many and wonderful 
things in his stumbling march from the cave to his pres- 
ent civilization. Many are the worthy ideals for which 
he has struggled, only to have his apparent success end 
in defeat. Many are the times that might has prevailed 
over right, and we have only to look about us to see proof 
every day that this is so. Vanity has blinded the human 
mind to the difference between the finite facts of this 
temporal world, and the true facts of God and godliness. 
There is a great difference between true godliness and 
the compromising morality with which usually we are 
satisfied. Mankind longs for better things and better con- 
ditions for this life, and yet deliberately does those things 
which produce unhappiness, death and destruction. 

Why is the human mind vanity? The last sentence of 
our meditation verse tells very precisely—‘Because of the 
blindness of their heart.” We can all see some of the mis- 
takes we have made in our own past. How few of us 
actually see or acknowledge the mistakes we are making 
today! This is the blindness of our heart. This is igno- 
rance in us. This is what Jeremiah tells about (10: 23), 
“O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.” Who of us 
when we walked as other Gentiles walked, was better 
informed about godliness than the Ethiopian who said, 
“How can I [understand] except some man should guide 
me?” Not one. We all walked in the vanity of our mind. 
We all thought we were doing well and we were well- 
informed on many subjects. But in the vanity of our mind 
and the darkness of our understanding we did not know 
that we knew less than nothing about the true God. 

God has determined that there shall be a separation, 
the good from the bad, the pure from the impure, the 
clean from the unclean. If we come out from the world 
and become a separate people now, our “life is hid with 
Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). If we choose, however, to wait 
until God does the separating, we shall be alienated from 
the life of God forever. 





The secret of success is to accept the impossible, do without 
the indispensable, and bear the intolerable. 





Questions and Answers 


There was a day when answers to important questions of 
doctrine were available directly from the men who had 
received first hand from the Lord Himself “the faith once 
delivered to the saints.” Today it is more difficult to arrive at 
perfect knowledge of doctrine. The answers have been given 
to us in the Bible, but what does the Bible say? Earnest people 
disagree and no angel appears to say “this is the way.” There- 
fore it is of life-and-death importance that we carnestly in- 
quire into the meaning of the Scriptures. 

If it was important for Timothy to study to show himself 
approved unto God and that he might be able to rightly divide 
the word of truth, it is vital for us today, not only to study, 
but to pray and study continually. None of us know as much 
about God’s word as we should; none of us understand as 
much of it as we would like to. 

According to I Tim. 3: 16, “Without controversy [or investi- 
gation] great is the mystery of godliness.” I appeal to you 
then, to inquire honestly and earnestly into these contro- 
versial passages; and as the end of the age draws near, let us 
press toward a fuller understanding of saving faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3: 14, 
15). What does lifting up mean? Did Jesus refer here to His 
literal death on the cross? Consider further. 

“Then said Jesus unto them, [unto whom? The Jews with 
whom He was disputing] When ye have lifted up the Son of 
man, then shall ye know that I am he” (John 8: 28). 

Who was going to lift Him up? The Jews. What were they 
going to. do to Him? Exalt Him? Crucify Him? 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me. This he said, signifying what death he should die” 
(John 12: 32, 33). 

Did His statement about being lifted up refer to His being 
exalted? No. We are told that it referred to the kind of death 
He was to die. What death was this death? Spiritual death or 
literal? 

“Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him and judge him 
according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, 
It is not lawful for us to put any man to death; That the 
saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spake signifying 
what death he should die” (John 18: 31, 32). 


True, it was important for Timothy to study to show 
himself approved unto God, that he might be able to 
rightly divide the Word. True it is also that both diligent 
study and prayerful petitioning are avenues that we 
should employ. Indeed, without “controversy [or investi- 
gation] great is the mystery of godliness,” and it should 
be welcomed by every truth seeker. 

Also: “There was a day when answers to important 
questions of doctrine were available directly from the 
men who had received first-hand from the Lord Himself,” 
etc. Indeed, also “it is of life-and-death importance thai 
we earnestly inquire into the meaning of the Scriptures.” 

I can truthfully say that my concern to know the 
right way is so intense that I would willingly part with 
all my small earthly possessions for the privilege of 
having one such interview with an angel, and I would 
most gladly adjust both my beliefs and practices, if told 
by such a heavenly source that I was wrong. (Editor). 

There is, however, one other feature that must be con- 
sidered, even in the areas where earnest people disagree, 
and the Scriptures contain statements that seem to sup- 
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port two sides of a given question. I here refer to the 
beliefs that are popular with the masses, and which for 
this reason, the Christian is forbidden to accept. We are 
forewarned that a religious authority would exist, that 
would hold in her hand the golden cup, filled to the brim 
with dregs, falsehoods (Rev. 17: 4, 5). For this reason, 
doctrines that are a foundation stone in the structure of 
what is known as “Fundamentalism,” must be rejected. 

The above observations about the short-term prophe- 
cies regarding Jesus’ death, and in what manner He 
should die, are familiar, and I believe them as firmly as 
any other Scriptural statement. However, an attempt to 
build Jesus’ death on the cross as the major act of His 
life seems out of line with reality. From the beginning 
God knew what would befall Jesus with the same accuracy 
as humans could know after it happened. These short- 
range prophecies include Jeremiah’s prophecy of the 
thirty pieces of silver as the price at which men valued 
Jesus; and the parting of Christ’s garments, and the 
casting lots for His vesture; and that in His death de 
was reckoned among the transgressors. 

Jesus’ short-range prophecy about His being lifted up 
by His enemies also was accurate. His death was by 
crucifixion, not by stoning, or by some other manner of 
violent death that was inflicted upon men at that time. 
This cruel act fulfilled John 3:14, 15; 8: 28. Regarding 
the statement in John 12: 32, 33: “And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, 
signifying what death he should die.” Whatever death 
is here referred to it is absolutely certain that Jesus’ 
death on the Roman cross did not draw all men unto 
Him. Only a very small proportion of the people living 
in that pagan world, Jew or Gentile, were drawn to Him. 

By Jesus’ own statement He was the “way,” the “truth,” 
and “life.” In His first sermon He made the unqualified 
declaration that the way He was teaching, the way to 
life, was straight and narrow, and only few would find it. 
He knew that the way of the masses would be broad 
and easy, and would lead to destruction, not draw them 
to Him. Looking ahead two thousand years to the time 
of His return He forecasts that the proportion of those 
who should be drawn to God’s plan through Him would 
be similar to the proportion of the righteous to the 
wicked in the time of Noah and Lot. Again in the Book 
of Revelation Jesus made known that as the result of 
God’s saving effort on earth up to the time of His coming 
and judgment—including His lifting up on the Roman 
cross—will have netted just 144,000 (Rev. 14:1). If it 
was His plan that all men should be drawn unto Him 
as the result of the lifting up on the cross, then that plan 
failed. 

Great stress is laid on the statement that Jesus’ prophe- 
cy of His lifting up was to signify by what death He 
should die. Could it not be that the lifting up could have 
other applications as well? 

We quote John 3: 14, 15: “And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life,” and the question “What does 
lifting up mean? Did Jesus refer here to His literal death 
on the cross?” No, not necessarily. A lifting up is an exal- 
tation. At Pentecost Peter spoke of a much greater lifting 
up than His lifting up on the cross: “This Jesus hath God 
raised up, whereof we are all witnesses. Therefore being 
by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Remote Results 


Where are the countless crystals, so perfect and so bright, 
That robed in softest ermine, the winter day and night? 
Not lost! for, life to many a root, 

They rise again in flower and fruit. 


Where are the mighty forests, and giant ferns of old, 

That in primeval silence, strange leaf and fronds unrolled? 
Not lost! for now they shine and blaze, 

In light and warmth on winter days. 


Where are our early lessons, the teaching of our youth, 
The countless words forgotten of knowledge and of truth? 
Not lost! for they are living still, 

As Power to think, and do, and will. 


Where is the seed we scatter, with weak and trembling hand, 
Beside the gloomy waters, or on the arid land? 

Not lost! for after many days 

Our prayer and toil shall turn to praise. 


Where are the days of sorrow, and lonely hours of pain, 
When work is interrupted, or planned and willed in vain? 
Not lost! it is the thorniest shoot 

That bears the Master's pleasant fruit. 


Where, where are all God's lessons, His teachings dark or bright? 
Not lost! but only hidden, till, in eternal light, 

We see, while at His feet we fall, 

The reasons and results of all. 








